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Recognition of foreign qualifications

 Purpose of recognition
 Quality of institution and programme (accreditation)
 National Qualifications Framework / Educational System
 Purpose of programme
 Rights attached to qualification
 Structure and contents of programme
 Workload / credits Workload / credits
 Learning outcomes



Credential Evaluation
Year 3 Semester 5 ECTS Semester 6 ECTS

Atomic and Molecular
Physics

5 Medical Imaging 5

Statistics of Measurement 5 Principles of 
Instrumentation

5

Thermodynamics 5 Solid State 
Physics

5

Physics Laboratory III 5 Physics Project 15

Professional Skills III 5

Communicating Physics 5



Context and Background (1)Context and Background (1)

Tuning educational structures in EuropeTuning educational structures in Europe

 supporting universities to implement Bologna process; supporting universities to implement Bologna process;
 design of output-based, student-centered programmes;
 description of learning outcomes and competences;

Competences in Education and Recognition (CoRe) projectCompetences in Education and Recognition (CoRe) project

Learning outcomes useful for credential evaluation?
M l it d if it d dMore clarity and uniformity needed



Context and Background (2)

Examples CoRe project:Examples CoRe project:

 The graduate acquires generic skills which are applicable in 
many other contexts;

 The graduate is able to collect and process information;
 The graduate is able to solve problems from qualitative and The graduate is able to solve problems from qualitative and 

quantitative information;
 The graduate has self-awareness;



Objectives CoRe2

To develop a practical guide, 
including:

• Template degree profile
• Guidelines on how to write

learning outcomes
• Examples of degree profiles• Examples of degree profiles



Project team

 5 NARICs 5 NARICs
 Nuffic (coordinator), UK NARIC, CIEP, Archimedes Foundation, 

Czech NARIC

 Tuning network
 Joint coordinator
 Physics, History & Nursing coordinators 

 NVAO NVAO

 9 Test partners (Higher education institutions)



Degree Profile (Tuning)

Definition:Definition:

“A description of the character of a degree programmeA description of the character of a degree programme 
or qualification. This description gives the main 

features of the programme which are based on the g
specific aims of the programme, how it fits into the 

academic map of disciplines or thematic studies and 
h it l t t th f i l ld”how it relates to the professional world”. 



Sections Degree Profile

- General information
 A – Purpose
 B – Characteristics
 C – Empoyability and Further Education
 D Education Style D – Education Style
 E – Programme Competences
 F – Complete List of Learning Outcomesp g



Programme Competences (E) and ProgrammeProgramme Competences (E) and Programme 
Learning Outcomes (F)
 Programme Competences Programme Competences

 belong to the student / describe what the student can do;
 similar to requirements short job descriptions;
 contains information on the context in which the competence 

is applied;
 Generic: transferable between subject areas;Generic: transferable between subject areas;
 Specific: relates to a specific subject area. 

 Learning Outcomes:
 a longer statement describing a measurable outcome of a g g

competence;



Overall Guidelines Degree Profile

 Readable in 5 minutes
 Maximum of 2 pages
 Coherent impression of degree programme
 Succinct and to the point, yet detailed and informative



Example of Degree ProfileExample of Degree Profile



Example of Degree ProfileExample of Degree Profile



Example of Degree ProfileExample of Degree Profile





Example of Degree ProfileExample of Degree Profile



Example of Degree ProfileExample of Degree Profile



Programme Learning Outcomes (F)

Verifiable learning outcomes (SOAURS):Verifiable learning outcomes (SOAURS):
 Specific
 Objective
 Achievable
 Useful
 RelevantRelevant
 Standard Setting



Programme Learning Outcomes (F)

5 key elements:5 key elements:
 Active verb
 Type of learning outcome:

 Knowledge, 
 Cognitive process, 
 SkillsSkills 
 Wider competence

 Topic area of the learning outcome
 I di ti f th t d d th l l i t d d Indication of the standard or the level intended
 The scope and/or the context of the learning outcome



Users

 Students Students
 Higher Education Institutions

 Design and improvement of programmesg p p g
 Accreditation
 Admissions officers

 Credential evaluators 
 Employers



International and Intercultural Learning Outcomes

NVAO: Frameworks for the Assessment ofNVAO: Frameworks for the Assessment of 
Internationalisation (Nov 2011)

 Intended international and intercultural learning outcomes need 
to be clear and specific;

 Involving subject-related aspects, social/communicative skills 
and attitude-related features;

 Assessments should demonstrate whether students achieve the Assessments should demonstrate whether students achieve the 
learning outcomes.



Writing Learning Outcomes

“Ability to cooperate and collaborate in joint efforts across 
national and cultural boundaries”

cooperate in joint across
and 
collaborate

efforts national and 
cultural
boundaries

active
verb

type subject standard scope/
context



Writing Learning Outcomes

“Ability to obtain and utilise ideas and experiences from 
different parts of the world”

obtain and ideas and from
utilise experiences different 

parts of the 
world

active type subject standard scope/
verb context



Writing Learning Outcomes

“Ability to participate in group work productively and takingAbility to participate in group work productively and taking 
the lead on occasion, presiding over debates and 
discussions in an international group”

participate in group productively in an

idi

work

d b t d

taking the 
lead on

i

international 
group

presiding
over

debates and 
discussions

occasion

active type subject standard scope/
verb context



DOWNLOAD THE CORE2 Guide At:
j twww.core-project.eu

More information:
Jenneke Lokhoff: jlokhoff@nuffic.nl and Bas Wegewijs: wegewijs@nuffic.nl



ECA Certificate on InternationalisationECA Certificate on InternationalisationECA Certificate on InternationalisationECA Certificate on Internationalisation

•Rolf Heusser, Chairman of ECA



Heusser /Barcelona/ 2011 



e 



The ECA ProjectThe ECA Project Phases IPhases I -- IIIIIIThe ECA Project The ECA Project –– Phases I Phases I -- IIIIII

Bil t l MRBilateral MR -
Agreements 

C ti j t

Multilateral MR -
Agreements

Old EU 
projects

Cooperation projects; 
external reviews

Common tools/instruments

New EU  
projects

Qross-
roads Time

Internat. 
CertificateInformation exchange

JProgr.
Accred

E-
Train

ECA I ECA II
2004 2007

2012 ECA III
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P  f A dit tiPurposes of Accreditation

ECA CertificateStandard Accreditation ECA CertificateStandard Accreditation

Accountability Enhancement

30



Relevance of project for HE InstitutionsRelevance of project for HE Institutions

• Benchmarking against good practices
• Brings internationalisation of curriculum to new quality 

levellevel
• Attracts new students and staff
• Positive Impact on internationalisation activites of• Positive Impact on internationalisation activites of  

involved HEI/study programmes

31



Relevance of project for Students + EmployersRelevance of project for Students + Employers

• Guarantees that students achieve high international 
and intercultural competences in the certified study 
programmes or institutionsprogrammes or institutions

• Facilitates transborder recognition of qualifications  and 
mobility

• Valuable orientation for labour market ---> enhanced 
employability options for graduates of certified 
programmes/institutionsprogrammes/institutions 
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Relevance of project for Society and QAAsRelevance of project for Society and QAAs

• Increase of transparency in internationalisation
• Promotes goals of Bologna process, supports creation 

f h t EHEAof coherent EHEA
• Supports transborder cooperation of QAA

Fits to goals of ECA• Fits to goals of ECA
• Opens channel between QAAs and HEIs outside of 

accountability pathwayaccountability pathway
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Facts - ECA certificate on Internationalisation (I)Facts - ECA certificate on Internationalisation (I)

Eligibility HEIs/programmes of partici-
pating ECA member countries

Character of participationCharacter of participation

Process

Voluntary

St d l b dd d iProcess Stand alone or enbedded in
national accreditation procedure

Procedure Three step procedure

34

Three step procedure



Facts - ECA certificate on Internationalisation (II)Facts - ECA certificate on Internationalisation (II)

Criteria Based on  NVAO catalogue;
Establishment of a European

Decisions

framework for internationalisat.

Decisions

Certificate

ECA management group

F d d f ll tCertificate For good and for excellent
performances

Validity of stamp Six years

35

Six years



Special features of ECA ProjectSpecial features of ECA Project

• Pilot tests (8 study programmes and 4 institutions)
• Development of European framework for p p

internationalisation
• Consultation group of ca. 15-20 HEIs
• Establishment of good practices database
• Special training of experts 

Di i ti t t• Dissemination strategy
• Strong ties with other relvant HE stakeholder groups in 

EuropeEurope
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Sustainability of projectSustainability of project

• Rapid spread of ECA label expected once first 
certificates are on the market

• No interferences with national QA systems• No interferences with national QA systems
• Sustainable tools will be set up: robust framework for 

interationalisation, knowledge base/database on good , g g
practices; dissemination tools, etc

• Ongoing cooperation of QAAs within ECA and between 
ECA and involved partner organisationsECA and involved partner organisations
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Open questions (I)Open questions (I)

„Do you consider to participate in ECA certificate ?“

Likely

Possible

Unlikely

I don‘t know
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Open question (II)Open question (II)

„If participation in the ECA certificate is possible / 
likely, would you apply for:“

The Institutional certificate of ECA

The Programme certificate of ECA
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Open questions (III)Open questions (III)

„Do you judge a price of 15‘000 Euro to be adequate 
for the ECA label on internationalisation ?“

Yes

No, too high

No, too low

40



G sta Klimt The Kiss 1907Gustav Klimt, The Kiss, 1907



Thank you for your attention
For more information: secretariat@ecaconsortium.net

www.qrossroads.eu www.ecaconsortium.net
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